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                                                    Turning the Tides
My Dearest Brethren,

Welcome to the new year of fun, excitement, and 
brotherhood. As we move forward from a tumultuous year, I hope 
that each of you has found a new sense of belonging within our 
Lodge. I hope that you have found your niche and that you are 
prepared to help bring our Lodge into the future. Several brethren 
have stepped up as Officers and Trustees for this year, and I want 
to thank each of them from the bottom of my heart for showing their 
dedication to the Fraternity and the Lodge which we all love.

THE TRESTLE BOARD
PARADISE VALLEY SILVER TROWEL MASONIC LODGE NO. 29, F. & A.M., PHOENIX, AZ

We have effectively turned the tides, brethren. The waves have died down and the clouds are parting 
for the sun to lighten up the path ahead of us. Now, more than ever, is the time we pull ourselves up by the 
bootstraps and soldier on. Fundraising is going to be tantamount to our success this year. We have to build 
the foundation for the future of Masonry in PVST. I truly believe that we have started along the right path. 
Let’s keep up the momentum. I encourage all of you to put your best foot forward and endeavor to better 
our beautiful Lodge. You have the skills, the ideas, and the dedication. We need you to be a part of the 
future.

I want to thank each of you for allowing me to serve you as your Worshipful Master again for the 
ensuing year. We have a long and arduous road ahead, and I look forward to helping to lead you into the 
next generation of Masonry in Arizona. To the Officers, you will be tested this year. I am expecting nothing 
but your best in ensuring we meet our goals and showing your utmost capabilities in leading this Lodge. I 
trust that you will give your all.

Welcome to the new Paradise Valley Silver Trowel Lodge No. 29, brethren. Together, we are 
unstoppable. Together, we will succeed. 

May the Supreme Architect bless you and your families during this holiday season, and may he bless 
Freemasonry and give us the wisdom and strength necessary to build a better tomorrow.

Sincerely and Fraternally,
Timothy M. Dougherty, P.M.
Worshipful Master 



Greetings Brethren,

This month I would like to address the topic of EGO. All-too-frequently we hear of 
Masons being on an ego trip. Or, we hear that they are stumbling over their own egos. Then 
there are such remarks as, whatever happened to meeting on the level?

Those comments are not all without some foundation. There are, and have been, 
Masons who are carried away with their own importance. Yes, and there are some who let the 
title go to their heads, and who forget from whence they came.

Ego is a strange thing. We all should have a certain amount of it to demonstrate our 
pride in our abilities, in our accomplishments, and in our self-respect. It is only when we get 
to the point that we tend to believe that were better, smarter or more important than the next 
fellow that ego gets in our way. Masonry has never been considered a democratic society. The 
Master of a lodge is not only its leader, but more importantly he is its greatest servant. 

As such, he has an obligation to serve his lodge and his brethren, not for his own glory and honor, but for the good of the lodge. He must be 
prudent in all of his words and actions, and if necessary, subjugate his own desires to those of the lodge. 
 Masters, though, are not the only ones whose egos have a tendency to hurt the Craft. Longfellow said, Into each life some rain must 
fall.... The phrase might well be reworded to In almost every lodge there is a nitpicker. Or so it seems. There are some of our brethren who 
are never satisfied. They look for an excuse to: criticize; to complain; to jaw, to sound off; to grouch;--to nitpick. Their ego, as shown by their 
need to be heard, is frequently a thorn in the side of the Master and officers. They have a tendency to ruffle feathers. 

The story has been told of a Grand Master who was so puffed up with his own importance that his officers jokingly suggested that 
his theme song should be, How Great Thou Art. Most of us have seen Masters of lodges who think that the title Worshipful was created just 
for their benefit. 
 And then there are PAST officers whose egos won’t let them relinquish the gavel. Two people with their hands on the steering 
wheel at the same time can make it an unpleasant trip for the other passengers. If the Master is not in control of the lodge, it’s an unpleasant 
experience for the brethren. The old expression, too many cooks spoil the broth, is equally applicable to the management of a lodge or a 
grand lodge. 
 Yes! An overzealous ego can and does damage our Craft. It is a by-product of poor leadership traits, which we need to identify early 
in our progressive lines. In many cases, ego can be temp-ted by whispering words of wise counsel in the ear of an erring brother. In a worse-
case scenario, when it is obvious that the over-blown ego cannot be controlled, it may be necessary to pass the brother over at the next 
election. 
 In The Freemasons Monitor, written by Thomas Smith Webb in 1799, he observes: that all, who accept offices and exercise 
authority, should be properly qualified to discharge the task assigned them, with honor to themselves, and credit to their sundry stations. The 
same is just as true almost two hundred years later. 
 When elected to office, the brothers are confident that the one elected has the qualifications and ability to lead and has the best 
interests of the lodge at heart. He is expected to conform to the principle of the order, by steadily persevering in the practice of very 
commendable virtue. 
 An often-quoted verse, titled The Indispensable Man, is frequently used to illustrate the unnecessary value of egotism. It bears 
repeating. 
 Sometime when you’re feeling important, 
 Sometime when your egos in bloom, Sometime when you take it for granted You’re the best qualified in the room; 
 Sometime when you feel that you’re going, Would leave an unfillable hole 
 Just follow these simple instructions, And see how they humble your soul. 
 Take a bucket and fill it with water, Put your hand in it up to the wrist, 
 Pull it out, and the hole that’s remaining Is a measure of how you’ll be missed. 
 You can splash all you want when you enter, You may stir up the water galore: 
 But stop, and you find that in no time It looks quite the same as before. 
 The moral in this quaint example, Is to do just the best that you can; 
 Be proud of yourself, but remember, There’s no indispensable man.

Brethren it is of the utmost importance that we remember when we pass through the door of our lodge that there is no man in that 
room that is above another in any way no matter his badge of office or time as a mason, we are all brothers on the level.

Fraternally,

Brother Brian Colkitt
Senior Warden                                                                      



STARS OF PARADISE  #56   OES, Virginia Valente

Happy holiday season to everyone, enjoy it with family and friends, be thankful for our many 
blessings and stay safe. We are looking forward to a visit from our Grand Family on January 8, WGM 
Dotty Lou Cox and WGP David Gillis and their officers.
 

On Thursday night, November 8, our Chapter was privileged to welcome three new members.
It was wonderful to see members on the side lines. Our Worthy Matron paid a visit to our member, 
Dwina Stell, and presented her with her Fifty-Year pin. Plans are progressing for our planned “Pet 
Parade” in the Spring.

Collections for Christmas giving,,,,food and gift cards to be given at our visit to “FAMILY 
PROMISE OF GREATER PHOENIX”  on December 8, also visits to our shut-in members will 
be made during the holidays.

Our member, ANN KLENMAN has returned to her home after two month of recovery from 
vein-surgery. The Grand-daughters of Virginia Valente were involved in separate auto accidents 
that totaled their cars (a deer met his fate and one car hydroplaned into the side of a moving 
semi.),they both escaped with only scrapes and bruises. (Angels do watch over us.)  Bill Lau made his 
usual phone calls to our shut-ins and found them all doing well.
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PVST #29 Trestle Board:  The Trestle Board is a monthly publication that delivers to the website by the 1st week of 
every month. The purpose of the Trestle Board is to provide a means of communication throughout our Brotherhood 
and constituent bodies on a regular basis.  (Our publication is available online at www.pvst29.org.) Contributors may 
send their submissions in via email to the Editor no later than the 15th of every month. These should be articles of 
education, interest, creative writing and items pertinent or of interest to the Masonic family. All submissions are 
subject to available space, as well as editing or rejection by the Editor.   
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“As we express our gratitude,
We must never forget that the

Highest appreciation is not to utter
Words, but to live by them”

JFK
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