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From the East

Stated Meeting Menu:

Greetings from the East,

As the fireworks of July 4th 
light the summer sky, Masons 
have a unique opportunity to 
reflect not only on national 
independence but also on 
the deeper freedoms we seek 
within the Craft.

Freedom, in the Masonic 
sense, is more than political 
liberty; it is spiritual and 
moral liberation. It is the free-
dom to seek truth, to improve 
oneself, and to live by the 
virtues of faith, hope, and 
charity. This journey begins 
at the very threshold of the 
Lodge, where a candidate 
seeks “light”; a metaphor for 
knowledge, understanding, 
and personal growth.

The Founding Fathers, many 
of whom were Brothers, 
understood the connection 
between liberty and responsi-
bility. Men like George Wash-
ington, Benjamin Franklin, 
and Paul Revere were not 
only patriots but also Ma-

sons, inspired by the ideals 
of equality, brotherhood, and 
virtue. The very principles 
embedded in the Declaration 
of Independence echo the 
Masonic pursuit of justice, 
liberty, and fraternity.

But our reflection doesn’t end 
with history. Masonic fra-
ternity reminds us that true 
freedom must be balanced by 
unity. In the Lodge, men of 
different backgrounds meet 
upon the level, symbolizing 
equality. We are bound not 
by politics or wealth, but by 
shared values and the work-
ing tools of brotherly love, 
relief, and truth.

This July, as citizens, we 
celebrate independence. As 
Masons, we also recommit to 
the enduring work of internal 
refinement, the building of 
character, and the strength-
ening of our fraternal bonds. 
Let us never forget that the 
freedom we honor is not only 
a gift but a duty, one that 
must be preserved both in the 

world and within ourselves.

So may we walk as free men, 
upright and on the level. True 
to our obligations, loyal to 
our country, and faithful to 
our Craft.

And Brothers, as you enjoy 
the festivities of this month, 
please be cautious with fire-
works. Celebrate safely!

Fraternally,
Michael Kosatka,
Worshipful Master

Fire up your patriotic spirit and join us this 4th of July for a classic sum-
mer feast! We’ll be serving up juicy grilled hot dogs, crunchy chips, and 
creamy potato salad; all the staples of a good old-fashioned cookout. And 
don’t forget to save room for a cool, sweet scoop of ice cream to top off the 
celebration. Bring your appetite and your red, white, and blue!
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From the West

From the South

Greetings from the West,

July, and we have decided not to go 
dark.
Thus, our Stated Meetings and the 
fellowship of brotherly love shall con-
tinue! This is also the season of pool 
parties, squirt gun battles, and back-
yard barbecues.

Yet something of great significance 
also happens in July, Independence 
Day. No, not just the movie. Fireworks! 
It’s the day we became a nation free 
of royalty. “We the people...” (and yes, 
imagine that with an echo effect on the 
last word, followed by three dramatic 
dots). We dared to say, “We can do 
this,” and lo – we put a man on the 
moon and pushed the frontier out to 

Greetings from the South,

We often hear the word “fidelity” in 
Lodge, but what does it truly mean? As 
I’ve discovered, the concept has deep 
historical roots, stretching back to 
ancient customs and even to the white-
robed priests of the Roman Empire, all 
centered around Fides - the origin of 
our word fidelity.

According to the Lexicon of Free-
masonry, “Fides, to which virtue the 
ancients paid divine honors, was 
revered under the name of the goddess 
of faith, oaths, and honesty. The oaths 
taken in her name were considered 
more inviolable than any others. Numa 

the Oort Cloud (where most of our 
comets originate).

So find a reason, any reason, to stop by 
your Lodge. Renew old connections 
or forge new ones that inspire growth: 
mentally, spiritually, and yes, even 
physically (eat something!).

Because it seems any reason that 
brings us together in joy and harmony 
must assuredly be a good one.

O’ my brothers, remember: a happi-
ness shared is multiplied; a sadness 
shared is lessened.

Fraternally,
Mitchell Robinson, PM,
Senior Warden

was the first to build temples and erect 
altars to the goddess Fides, or Fidelity. 
No animals were killed, and no blood 
was shed in her sacrifices. The priests 
who conducted these rites wore white 
robes and were led with great ceremo-
ny in chariots to the place of sacrifice, 
their entire bodies and hands wrapped 
in flowing mantles. Fidelity was often 
represented in antiquity by two right 
hands joined, or by two human figures 
clasping each other by the right hand. 
Horace even called incorruptible Fidel-
ity the sister of Justice…”

Fraternally,
Darren Reale,
Junior Warden
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John Alamshaw 07/10/2013 Thomas Rindahl 07/20/2002

Wallace Nichols 07/11/1991 Donald Kelley 07/28/1958

Steven Proctor 07/17/2013 David Skipton 07/29/1999

July Masonic Birthdays

Wish Your Brothers a Happy Masonic 
Birthday!
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Br. Steven Proctor Br. Dewey Looney
Sandy Valley Lodge #19, Grundy VA

2025 Craft Builders

Check out our Lodge Calendar!

Support your Lodge and be recognized! With a donation of $20, you can have your name—or the name of a Brother of your choosing—
listed for the 2025 calendar year. This is a wonderful way to honor our beloved deceased Brothers or celebrate new Brothers just joining 
our Craft. Please make your donation to the Secretary and let him know it is for Craft Builders & send an email to webmaster@pvst29.org.

Be sure to check 
out our website 
and make use of 
the Calendar for 
all of the most 

up-to-date Lodge 
activities!

www.pvst29.org
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Notice to the Brethren - Proposal to Go Dark
A request has been made by a Brother of PVST #29 to explore the potential for the lodge to go dark during 
the summer months.  It has been expressed by this brother that the summer months tend to be very slow 
for our lodge as many of our brethren are taking vacations to be with their families and to escape the rising 
temperatures in The Phoenix area.  The suggestion is that we could go dark in July and August, the warm-
est months of the summer.

A vote was held at the June Stated Meeting, and the proposal was voted 
down. Stated Meetings will continue on their regular monthly cadence.
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Congratulations to Our Newest Master Mason

Congratulations Brother Donald!

Brother Donald was raised on Wednesday June 25th.

Never Before Have Our Stewards Looked So.... GRAND!
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Light Beneath the Pines Camping Trip

Get ready for a weekend of fellowship and adventure in the great outdoors! Join your Brothers for 
a Masonic camping trip from August 14–17 near Payson, nestled at the scenic intersection of Rim 
Road and Young Road. This is your chance to unplug, relax under the pines, and enjoy meaningful 
camaraderie around the campfire. Whether you’re in it for the hiking, the stories, or simply the 
peace and quiet, there’s something for everyone. Bring your tents, your sense of humor, and your 
love for the Craft. For details or to reserve your spot, reach out to Worshipful Master Mike Kosat-
ka. Don’t miss this opportunity to create lasting memories with your Brothers!

Contact WM Mike Kosatka for Details or to RSVP

August 14-17
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Paradise Valley Silver Trowel Masonic Lodge #29

Paradise Valley Silver Trowel Lodge #29
Our Past Masters

PARADISE VALLEY SILVER TROWEL
MASONIC LODGE NO. 29, F.&.A.M.

P.O. Box 54155
Phoenix AZ 85078
Phone: 623-287-5240
Email: secretary@pvst29.org

Paradise Valley Silver Trowel #29, a distinguished Masonic 
Lodge with over 100 years of rich history dating back to 

1922 and the home to seven Grand MastersMaking Good Men Better, One Day at a Time

Dean Graham, PM-Charter Mas-
ter (2000)*

James Miller, PM (2001)*

William “Skip” Boyer, PM (2002)*

Stafford O Gormley, PM (2003)

William R Hearter, Jr., PM (2004)

David P McArdle, PM (2005)*

Phil “Jack” J Buta, PM (2006)

James E Boniface, PM (2007)

Eric T Carter, PM (2009)

Scot M Baker, PM (2010)

Kirk Lockett, Sr, PM (2010)*

Shane Crabtree, PM (2011)

Tod Truettner, PM (2012)

Leonard Shapiro, PM (2013)

P Bryan Westerman, PM (2014)

Jovan Boskovski, PM (2015)

Mustafa Karamujic, PM (2016)

David McArdle, PM (2017)

Timothy M Dougherty, PM (2018)

Timothy M Dougherty, PM (2019)

William Greenen, PM (2020)

Lukas Siegfried, PM (2021)

Mitchell Robinson, PM (2022)

Mustafa Karamujic, PM (2023)

Jovan Boskovski, PM (2024)


