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From the East

Stated Meeting Menu:

Greetings from the East,

As we approach the season of 
Thanksgiving, we pause — as Ma-
sons, and as men — to reflect upon 
the many blessings that surround 
us. This is a time of year when the
labors of our hands and hearts 
come to fruition, when families 
and friends gather to share in the 
fruits of the harvest and to give 
thanks for the gifts bestowed upon 
us by the Great Architect of the 
Universe.

In many ways, Thanksgiving and 
Freemasonry share a common lan-
guage. Both call us to gratitude, to 
humility, and to a renewed sense of 
brotherhood.

Within our Lodges, we are taught 
that every good work begins 
and ends with prayer — that we 
are ever dependent upon divine 
guidance as we labor in the quarry 
of life.

Thanksgiving echoes that lesson. 
It reminds us that no matter how 
skilled our hands or how strong 
our will, all blessings ultimately 
come from above. Gratitude is, in 
truth, the heart of a Mason.

Thanksgiving is also the season 
of harvest — the time when labor 
gives way to reward. How fitting 

this is for Masons, who are taught 
to value work not for personal 
gain, but for the improvement of 
self and the benefit of others. Ev-
ery stone we have shaped through 
patience, discipline, and virtue 
contributes to a greater Temple — 
one not built by hands, but by the 
spirit of man in service to God and 
his fellow beings.

As families gather around the 
Thanksgiving table, we are 
reminded of another sacred table 
— the one we share as brethren. 
Around both, there is no rank, no 
wealth, no distinction — only uni-
ty, fellowship, and love. We meet 
on the Level, we act by the Plumb, 
and we part upon the Square.

But let us not forget that gratitude 
calls for action. True thankfulness 
is more than words; it is expressed 
in deeds. In the spirit of Relief, we 
extend our hand to those less
fortunate, remembering that our 
blessings increase when we share 
them.

And as the days grow shorter and 
the nights longer, may this season 
also remind us of Masonry’s eter-
nal quest for Light — that inner 
Light of faith, hope, and charity 
that no darkness can extinguish.

Brethren, as we gather with loved 
ones, may our hearts be filled with 
gratitude — for the gift of life, for 
the bonds of brotherhood, and 
for the opportunity to labor in the 
service of the Great Architect.

May this Thanksgiving be not just 
a day of feasting, but a season of 
reflection, renewal, and light.

Fraternally,
Michael Kosatka,
Worshipful Master

Join us for a delicious November Stated Meeting dinner that is sure to warm 
both heart and spirit. We will be serving tender roasted pork loin topped with 
savory gravy, accompanied by buttery Brussels sprouts and sweet pineapple 
for a fresh seasonal touch. To finish the evening, enjoy a classic pineapple up-
side-down cake served with a scoop of ice cream. This hearty meal pairs per-
fectly with the fellowship we share, making it a wonderful way to welcome the 
season together.
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From the West

From the South

Greetings from the West,

November, and fall is in full swing. 
Turkey thoughts have started to appear. 
Shall it be traditional, with rosemary, 
marjoram, garlic, butter, and a splash of 
white wine? Or are we talking teriyaki 
turkey? Maybe turkey parmigiana with 
marinara sauce or chipotle style. What-
ever it is, it certainly gets the mouth-wa-
tering. Best enjoyed with friends and 
family.

After-dinner events may include having 
tea with the elders and listening to their 
stories, or realizing you have become one 
of the elders and the young ones now 
want to hear your stories about how it 
was with mom and dad. Games like Mo-

Greetings from the South,

I was curious about whether there’s any connection 
between Freemasonry and the Thanksgiving holiday. 
In my search, I came across an intriguing article pub-
lished on November 21, 2023, by Gila Valley Lodge 
No. 9 in Florence, Arizona, titled “Freemasonry’s 
Storied Connection to Thanksgiving.” I’d like to share 
some compelling points from that article:

“Freemasonry has a long and storied history that 
dates back centuries, and it has played a signif-
icant role in the development and evolution of 
many cultural and societal traditions throughout 
the world. One such tradition that Freemason-
ry has had a hand in shaping is the American 
Thanksgiving holiday.

First and foremost, many of the early leaders and 
founders of the colonies in North America were 
members of the Masonic fraternity. These men, 
who were deeply influenced by the principles and 
values of Freemasonry, saw Thanksgiving as an 
opportunity to give thanks for their blessings and 
to promote unity and brotherhood among the 

nopoly, charades, Dungeons & Dragons, 
or Traveller may appear, along with the 
national pastime: football. Whether you 
watch or play depends on the physical 
abilities of the participants.

It seems any reason that brings us to-
gether in joy and harmony must assur-
edly be a good one.
O’ my brothers, remember: a happiness 
shared is multiplied; a sadness shared is 
lessened.

Fraternally,
Mitchell Robinson, PM,
Senior Warden

people of the colonies.

Additionally, Freemasonry has always placed a 
strong emphasis on the importance of charity 
and philanthropy. Thanksgiving, with its focus 
on giving thanks and sharing with others, aligns 
with these values of Freemasonry. Many Masonic 
lodges throughout the United States hold Thanks-
giving dinners and other charitable events to give 
back to their communities and to promote the 
values of the fraternity… The tradition of saying 
grace before a meal is often attributed to the 
Masons, who have long had a tradition of offering 
thanks and giving thanks for their blessings. The 
Masonic ritual of the ‘Corn, Wine, and Oil’ is also 
said to have inspired the Thanksgiving tradition 
of sharing a feast with others.”

In summary, may we all give thanks during the days 
of November; not only on Thanksgiving Day, but 
every day. Let us reflect on our blessings, honor our 
traditions, and continue the Masonic legacy of grati-
tude, unity, and service.

Fraternally,
Darren Reale,
Junior Warden
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John Bracken 11/01/1967 Tony Gonzales 11/18/1992 Stafford Gormley 11/22/1997

Clarence Webster 11/02/1983 Marion Hemby 11/18/2020 David Jemmett 11/22/1997

Jesse Morales 11/05/1980 Jack Harding 11/19/1969 Scott Mudd 11/22/1997

Michael Richards 11/08/1984 Charles Burrows 11/20/1968 Paul Hoffman 11/23/1996

Johnny Cabrera 11/10/1976 Allen McDonald 11/20/2004 Lance Cohen 11/24/1999

John Loper 11/14/1973 Michael Menke 11/20/1991 Richard Gormley 11/27/1985

Charles Vowell 11/16/1983 John Casey 11/22/1961 John Amidon 11/28/1973

Jovan Boskovski 11/17/2010 Steven Demuth 11/22/1997 Edward Seaver 11/29/1961

John Humphrey 11/18/1987 Douglas Fry 11/22/1997 Edmund 
Kunaschk 11/29/1967

Stephen 
Chaimson 11/30/1960

November Masonic Birthdays

Wish Your Brothers a Happy Masonic 
Birthday!



© Paradise Valley Silver Trowel Lodge #29, 2025

Page 4Volume XVI, Issue #11

Br. Steven Proctor Br. Dewey Looney
Sandy Valley Lodge #19, Grundy VA

2025 Craft Builders

Check out our Lodge Calendar!

Support your Lodge and be recognized! With a donation of $20, you can have your name—or the name of a Brother of your choosing—
listed for the 2025 calendar year. This is a wonderful way to honor our beloved deceased Brothers or celebrate new Brothers just joining 
our Craft. Please make your donation to the Secretary and let him know it is for Craft Builders & send an email to webmaster@pvst29.org.

Be sure to check 
out our website 
and make use of 
the Calendar for 
all of the most 

up-to-date Lodge 
activities!

www.pvst29.org
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Congratulations to Our New Brother!

Congratulations Brother Jason!

Brother Jason was iniated as an EA on October 22nd.
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Paradise Valley Silver Trowel Masonic Lodge #29

Paradise Valley Silver Trowel Lodge #29
Our Past Masters

PARADISE VALLEY SILVER TROWEL
MASONIC LODGE NO. 29, F.&.A.M.

P.O. Box 54155
Phoenix AZ 85078
Phone: 623-287-5240
Email: secretary@pvst29.org

Paradise Valley Silver Trowel #29, a distinguished Masonic 
Lodge with over 100 years of rich history dating back to 

1922 and the home to seven Grand MastersMaking Good Men Better, One Day at a Time

Dean Graham, PM-Charter Mas-
ter (2000)*

James Miller, PM (2001)*

William “Skip” Boyer, PM (2002)*

Stafford O Gormley, PM (2003)

William R Hearter, Jr., PM (2004)

David P McArdle, PM (2005)*

Phil “Jack” J Buta, PM (2006)

James E Boniface, PM (2007)

Eric T Carter, PM (2008)

Scot M Baker, PM (2009)

Kirk Lockett, Sr, PM (2010)*

Shane Crabtree, PM (2011)

Tod Truettner, PM (2012)

Leonard Shapiro, PM (2013)

P Bryan Westerman, PM (2014)

Jovan Boskovski, PM (2015)

Mustafa Karamujic, PM (2016)

David McArdle, PM (2017)

Timothy M Dougherty, PM (2018)

Timothy M Dougherty, PM (2019)

William Greenen, PM (2020)

Lukas Siegfried, PM (2021)

Mitchell Robinson, PM (2022)

Mustafa Karamujic, PM (2023)

Jovan Boskovski, PM (2024)


